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PPS Success, LLC Enrollment Agreement 
 

This Membership Enrollment Agreement (the “Agreement”) is made by and between PPS Success, LLC, 
a California limited liability company (hereinafter “PPSS”) whose principal place of business is 
Sycamore Business Center, 2111 Industrial Court, Suite A, Vista, CA 92081, and the individual whose 
name, address and signature appear below (hereinafter “Practitioner”). 
 
RECITALS 
 
WHEREAS PPSS has developed several Membership Programs, including specialized educational 
courses, consisting of Internet-based slideshows, audios, videos, teaching materials, textbooks, podcasts, 
and other digital within the field of personal, professional, spiritual life mastery, including but not limited 
to any of the P~P~S Success Mastery Programs (the “PPSS Mastery Programs”); and 
 
WHEREAS, the PRACTITIONER identified herein is desirous of enrolling in membership and 
participating in a PPSS Mastery Program for the purpose of gaining increased knowledge and skill in the 
mastery of PRACTITIONER’S personal, professional, and spiritual life; 
 
WHEREAS PPSS is willing to enroll PRACTITIONER into membership in a PPSS Mastery Program 
and assist PRACTITIONER in the field of personal, professional, and spiritual life mastery, utilizing 
PPSS’s proprietary Program Materials in a unique curriculum and participation in a PPSS Mastery 
Program; and  
 
NOW THEREFORE; PPSS hereby agrees to accept PRACTITIONER into one of its PPSS Mastery 
Program memberships and hereby sets forth the terms under which PRACTITIONER may participate and 
utilize PPSS Mastery Program Materials received as a member in each PPSS Mastery Program offered. 
 
1. PPS SUCCESS MASTERY UNLIMITED PROGRAM 
The P~P~S Success Mastery Unlimited Program is a course curriculum and program in the field of 
personal, professional, and spiritual life mastery specifically designed and created by Paul Chek and 
others (selected Mentors and Staff) for PPSS. This PPSS Mastery Program will include a 12 lesson plan 
involving course instruction, including but not limited to internet-based presentations, PPSS lesson 
materials, downloadable student materials access to online written homework exercises, and supervision 
utilizing various materials, (hereafter “Program Materials”). The P~P~S Success Mastery Unlimited 
Program will also include access to all practitioner teleconferences and recordings, forums, blogs and the 
PPSS monthly newsletter, The Fulcrum. 
 
Descriptions, assignments, teleconference schedules, and all relevant information will be obtained by the 
PRACTITIONER via the 'Members Area' portion of the website, www.ppssuccess.com (the “Website”). 
PPSS reserves the right in its sole discretion to continuously revise, change, add to, or subtract from the 
Program Materials. Membership in the PPSS Mastery Unlimited Program will entitle PRACTITIONER 
to access to the Website and all password-protected PPSS materials available thereon.  
 
Membership enrollment in the PPSS Mastery Unlimited Program occurs immediately upon successful 
collection of the enrollment fee from the PRACTITIONER by PPSS, and continues indefinitely until 
either the PRACTITIONER cancels their membership or PPSS ceases to exist. Membership enrollment in 
the PPSS Mastery Unlimited Program includes access to all areas of the PPSS Mastery Program described 
above while the PRACTITIONER membership is in effect.. 
 
 

http://www.ppssuccess.com/
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2. PPS SUCCESS MASTERY 18 MONTH PROGRAM 
The P~P~S Success Mastery 18 Month Program is a course curriculum and program in the field of 
personal, professional, and spiritual life mastery specifically designed and created by Paul Chek and 
others (selected Mentors and Staff) for PPSS. This PPSS Mastery Program will include a 12 lesson plan 
involving course instruction, including but not limited to internet-based presentations, PPSS lesson 
materials, downloadable student materials access to online written homework exercises, and supervision 
utilizing various materials, (hereafter “Program Materials”). The P~P~S Success Mastery 18 Month 
Program will also include access to all practitioner teleconferences and recordings, forums, blogs and the 
PPSS monthly newsletter, The Fulcrum. 
 
Descriptions, assignments, teleconference schedules, and all relevant information will be obtained by the 
PRACTITIONER via the 'Members Area' portion of the website, www.ppssuccess.com (the “Website”). 
PPSS reserves the right in its sole discretion to continuously revise, change, add to, or subtract from the 
Program Materials. Membership in the PPSS Mastery 18 Month Program will entitle PRACTITIONER to 
access to the Website and all password-protected PPSS materials available thereon. 
 
Membership enrollment in the PPSS Mastery 18 Month Program occurs immediately upon successful 
collection of the enrollment fee from the PRACTITIONER by PPSS. Access to all aspects the 12 lessons 
continues indefinitely until either the PRACTITIONER cancels their membership or PPSS ceases to exist. 
Access to the practitioner teleconferences and recordings, forums, blogs and the PPSS monthly 
newsletter, The Fulcrum will be limited to 18 months from the PRACTITIONER enrollment date. 
 
3. PPS SUCCESS MASTERY FIRST STEP PROGRAM 
The P~P~S Success First Step Month Program is a course curriculum and program in the field of 
personal, professional, and spiritual life mastery specifically designed and created by Paul Chek and 
others (selected Mentors and Staff) for PPSS. This PPSS Mastery Program will include access to lesson 
one involving course instruction, including but not limited to internet-based presentations, PPSS lesson 
materials, downloadable student materials access to online written homework exercises, and supervision 
utilizing various materials, (hereafter “Program Materials”). The P~P~S Success Mastery First Step  
Program will also include a copy of Paul Chek's How to Find and Live Your Legacy DVD (shipped to you 
at our expense), access to all practitioner teleconferences and recordings, forums, blogs and the PPSS 
monthly newsletter, The Fulcrum. 
 
Descriptions, assignments, teleconference schedules, and all relevant information will be obtained by the 
PRACTITIONER via the 'Members Area' portion of the website, www.ppssuccess.com (the “Website”). 
PPSS reserves the right in its sole discretion to continuously revise, change, add to, or subtract from the 
Program Materials. Membership in the PPSS Mastery First Step Program will entitle PRACTITIONER to 
access to the Website and all password-protected PPSS materials available thereon. 
 
Membership enrollment in the PPSS Mastery First Step Program occurs immediately upon successful 
collection of the enrollment fee from the PRACTITIONER by PPSS. Access to all aspects of Lesson One 
continues indefinitely until either the PRACTITIONER cancels their membership or PPSS ceases to exist. 
Access to the practitioner teleconferences and recordings, forums, blogs and the PPSS monthly 
newsletter, The Fulcrum will be limited to 90 days from the PRACTITIONER enrollment date. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ppssuccess.com/
http://www.ppssuccess.com/
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4. PPS SUCCESS MASTERY LIFE SOLITIONS PROGRAM 
The P~P~S Success Mastery Life Solutions Program is a course curriculum and program in the field of 
personal, professional, and spiritual life mastery specifically designed and created by Paul Chek and 
others (selected Mentors and Staff) for PPSS. This PPSS Mastery Program will include any one (1) lesson 
plan of the PRACTITIONER'S choosing involving course instruction, including but not limited to 
internet-based presentations, PPSS lesson materials, downloadable student materials access to online 
written homework exercises, and supervision utilizing various materials, (hereafter “Program Materials”). 
The P~P~S Success Mastery Life Solutions Program will also include 45 day access to all practitioner 
teleconferences and recordings, forums, blogs and the PPSS monthly newsletter, The Fulcrum. 
 
Descriptions, assignments, teleconference schedules, and all relevant information will be obtained by the 
PRACTITIONER via the 'Members Area' portion of the website, www.ppssuccess.com (the “Website”). 
PPSS reserves the right in its sole discretion to continuously revise, change, add to, or subtract from the 
Program Materials. Membership in the PPSS Mastery Life Solutions Program will entitle 
PRACTITIONER to access to the Website and all password-protected PPSS materials available thereon. 
 
Membership enrollment in the PPSS Mastery Life Solutions Program occurs immediately upon successful 
collection of the enrollment fee from the PRACTITIONER by PPSS. Access to all aspects the specific 
lesson purchased continues indefinitely until either the PRACTITIONER cancels their membership or 
PPSS ceases to exist. Access to the practitioner teleconferences and recordings, forums, blogs and the 
PPSS monthly newsletter, The Fulcrum will be limited to 45 days from the PRACTITIONER enrollment 
date. 
 
5. PRACTITIONER FEES AND PAYMENT OPTIONS 
As consideration for the opportunity to participate in the PPSS Mastery Program, PRACTITIONER 
agrees to pay to PPSS the amount and payment terms set forth below for membership in each PPSS 
Mastery Program. Amounts of future membership and programs are subject to change at PPSS’s sole 
discretion. 
 
The current fees for membership enrollment, including participation in the P~P~S Success Mastery 
Program are as follows: 
 
PPS Success Mastery Unlimited Program - US $4740.00, payable upon acceptance of PPSS’s 
Participation Agreement. 
 
PPS Success Mastery 18 Month Program - US $2497.00, payable upon acceptance of PPSS’s 
Participation Agreement. 
 
PPS Success Mastery First Step Program - US $497.00, payable upon acceptance of PPSS’s Participation 
Agreement. 
 
PPS Success Mastery Life Solutions Program - US $247.00 per lesson, payable upon acceptance of 
PPSS’s Participation Agreement. 
 
For all PPSS Programs, PRACTITIONER will be responsible for any long distance and internet 
connection charges incurred to access the PPSS site and participate in the PPSS Mastery Program 
teleconferences and PPSS makes no representation regarding these charges. In addition, 
PRACTITIONER will also be responsible for, and agrees that there may be additional charges for 

http://www.ppssuccess.com/
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purchase of other suggested PPSS Mastery Program Materials. Any suggested educational materials, 
beyond course-required materials, may be purchased via links on the Website. The purchase of such 
materials is not mandatory and is at the Practitioner’s sole discretion and expense. 
 
Refund Policy 
 
Membership enrollment fees are non-refundable, provided that each PRACTITIONER has the right, 
subject to paragraphs 6 and 7 below, for the current Program in which the PRACTITIONER is enrolled, 
to request a refund of the Membership less 3% (three percent) for material costs and administrations fees. 
Such a refund must be requested within six weeks after enrollment in any PPSS Program. Thereafter, the 
membership enrollment fee is non-refundable. 
 
6. PRACTITIONER COMMITMENT AND OBLIGATIONS: 
PRACTITIONER hereby agrees to the following terms and conditions: 
  
(a) PRACTITIONER agrees that his or her intention for enrolling in Membership and attending the 

PPSS Mastery Program is for the purpose of achieving mastery in the areas of 
PRACTITIONER’S personal, professional, and spiritual life.  

 
(b) PRACTITIONER shall receive password-protected access to the PPSS-exclusive portion of the 

Website. PRACTITIONER’S password shall be the sole property of the PRACTITIONER, may 
not be shared with any third party, and is not transferable or assignable. Sharing passwords may 
result in the PRACTITIONER being dismissed from the Program for “cause” and barred from 
access to the PPSS portion of the Website, with no refund for enrollment fees. PRACTITIONER 
must promptly notify PPSS if the PRACTITIONER’S password has been lost, stolen, or 
accessed by any third party so that the password can be invalidated and a new password 
assigned. Dismissal from Membership for ‘cause’ shall result in forfeiture of all fees paid, 
notwithstanding anything contained herein to the contrary. 

 
(c) PRACTITIONER shall attempt to complete the homework exercise for every lesson studied and 

submit their answers to PPSS for review in a timely manner prior to being granted access to 
another of our 12 lessons. PPSS will review the homework and determine whether to authorize 
the PRACTITIONER to move on to another lesson plan based on PRACTITIONER’S 
completed homework. PPSS’s objective is to ensure that PRACTITIONER is absorbing, 
integrating, and executing the PPSS Mastery Program Materials covered in order to maximize 
achievable results. If PRACTITIONER is so authorized, PPSS will provide PRACTITIONER 
with access each subsequent lesson plan. 

 
(d) PRACTITIONER may elect to move through the lessons at a slower rate than the suggested 

monthly PPSS Mastery Program lesson structure, provided that once the specific PPSS Mastery 
Program the PRACTITIONER is enrolled in concludes, PRACTITIONER understands that 
he/she will no longer receive personal supervision of the PRACTITIONER’S homework, and 
will only have access to website-based lesson materials, not including practitioner 
teleconferences and recordings, forums, blogs and the PPSS monthly newsletter, The Fulcrum. 
All homework assignments turned in after program expiration will be reviewed and responded to  
on an as available basis by the PPSS Mastery Program instructor(s). 

 
(e) PRACTITIONER shall have the right to access and download archived, recorded 
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teleconferences via the Website, while their Membership is in effect, in the event that 
PRACTITIONER is, for example, either unable to attend the teleconference, needs additional 
time with the current lesson plan prior to moving on to the proceeding lesson plan, or wishes to 
review teleconference materials.  

 
(f) PRACTITIONER shall have accessible to him or her, a list of PPSS-approved mentors with 

whom PRACTITIONER may elect to work independently, at PRACTITIONER’S sole 
additional cost and expense. Sessions with PPSS-approved mentors will be scheduled via the 
Website mentor scheduling service. PPSS will continue to provide mentor scheduling services 
for the PRACTITIONER for a period of two (2) years following PRACTITIONER’S 
completion of the PPSS Mastery Program. 

 
(g) PRACTITIONER understands and agrees that all PPSS Mastery Program Materials are 

protected by copyright, are the sole and exclusive property of PPSS, and PRACTITIONER may 
not copy or use the information from the PPSS Mastery Program or any PPSS Mastery Program 
Materials for any purposes other than directly those related to completing the PPSS Mastery 
Program, including but not limited to teaching or instructing others in the areas of personal, 
professional, spiritual life mastery, without prior, expressed written permission from the PPSS 
staff.  

 
i. What is copyright infringement? 

Copyright infringement is not the failure to give someone proper credit (that’s 
plagiarism). You can plagiarize in the public domain by passing it off as your own work 
(see Attachment D, V. Plagiarism). Copyright infringement is an unlawful 
appropriation—or unauthorized reproduction—of material protected by copyright. A 
copyright infringer is anyone who, without permission, exercises any of the exclusive 
rights granted to authors under the Copyright Act. “Copying can be inferred if the 
defendant has an opportunity to view the copyright owner’s manual, and if there is 
substantial similarity between the two works that cannot be explained by mere 
coincidence.” Lloyd J. Jassin and Steven C. Schechter, The Copyright Permission and 
Libel Handbook (New York, NY: John Wiley & Sons, Inc.), 1998. 
 

7. PPSS MASTERY PROGRAM MATERIALS 
The PPSS Mastery Program Materials, including all original textbooks, videos, tests, student materials, 
tapes, recordings, podcasts, PPSS Manuals, graphs, audiovisual exhibits, overheads and slides, and any 
other materials of any type in any medium presented as part of the PPSS Mastery Program, are the 
exclusive intellectual property of PPSS. PPSS Mastery Program Membership does not confer on 
PRACTITIONER any right to use any trademark, trade name, trade dress, service mark, copyright, logo, 
symbol, or other intellectual property of PPSS (hereinafter “PPSS Intellectual Property”). All PPSS 
Intellectual Property shall remain the sole, exclusive property of PPSS. Any incidental use by 
PRACTITIONER of PPSS intellectual property under this Agreement shall inure solely to the benefit of 
PPSS. The PPSS Mastery Program and all Programs and Materials developed hereunder, and all copies 
thereof, are proprietary to PPSS and all right, title, and interest thereto remains with PPSS. 
PRACTITIONER agrees not to sell, transfer, or publish any portion of the PPSS Mastery Program or 
PPSS intellectual property and any such action shall be deemed to be a material breach of this Agreement. 
 
Participation in the PPSS Mastery Program is for each PRACTITIONER’S individual benefit. Briefly 
exposing minimal course materials for the purpose of encouraging others to enroll so that they may be 
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professionally trained is understandable, expected, and appreciated by the PPSS staff. For the purpose of 
this Agreement, sharing materials from a single lesson plan shall be considered “minimal.” Sharing more 
than minimal course materials with others so that they may attempt to educate themselves without 
enrolling in the program, or for any reason not expressly stated above, is a violation of copyright law and 
the terms of this Agreement and can result in expulsion from the Program and forfeiture of all fees paid. 
In addition, such unauthorized use by a third party is highly unlikely to produce the results intended by 
the PPSS Mastery Program Mentors and PPSS.  
 
Notwithstanding anything contained herein to the contrary, if PRACTITIONER is found to have used, 
shared, copied, sold or transferred any PPSS Materials with or to any third party without PPSS’s prior 
written permission, then PRACTITIONER will be expelled from membership for ‘cause.’ If 
PRACTITIONER is expelled for cause, PRACTITIONER must return all PPSS Materials and will 
forfeit PPSS Mastery Program Membership and all fees paid therefore, and PPSS will further exercise 
all legal rights and remedies and take any legal action necessary to protect the PPSS Mastery Program 
Materials and other PPSS intellectual property. 
 
  
8. PPSS COMMITMENT AND OBLIGATIONS: 
PPSS hereby warrants and represents to PRACTITIONER as follows: 
 
(a) PPSS is the owner of the PPSS Mastery Program and all components thereto. 
 
(b) PPSS has designed the PPSS Mastery Program to provide training in mastery of personal, 

professional, and spiritual life concepts. 
 
(c) PPSS agrees that it shall periodically monitor PRACTITIONER’S homework assignments and 

provide feedback to assist PRACTITIONER in achieving a high level of competency, integrity, and 
efficiency in the successful completion of each lesson plan of the Program, as appropriate for that 
lesson’s concepts and techniques. 

 
(d) PPSS, upon execution of this Agreement, shall provide PRACTITIONER with access to one copy of 

the PPSS Mastery Program Course Manual and Program Materials for Membership in the PPSS 
Mastery Program offered under this Agreement. The Program Materials may be retained by the 
PRACTITIONER upon completion of the PPSS Mastery Program.  

 
(e) PPSS does not guarantee any specific results for any PRACTITIONER. PRACTITIONER 

will be given the same training, skills, and opportunity to achieve PRACTITIONER’S 
potential; however, the application and commitment to the use of the PPSS Mastery Program 
is the sole responsibility of PRACTITIONER.  

 
(f) PPSS reserves the right to discontinue Membership and access to the Program for any 

PRACTITIONER for any reason, by refunding said PRACTITIONER’S membership fee, 
subject to costs as set forth above, which are non-refundable at the time of enrollment, 
provided that said membership fees are non-refundable in the event that membership and 
Program access is terminated for ‘due cause’ as set forth in paragraphs 6(b) and 7 and 
elsewhere in this Agreement.  
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9. TERMINATION 
This Agreement will continue as long as the PRACTITIONER remains in good standing by 
adhering to all of the terms, conditions, and obligations set forth in this Agreement. PPSS reserves 
the right to terminate this Agreement in the event PRACTITIONER fails to satisfy or violates any 
of the terms and conditions of this Agreement or for other 'due cause.’ In the event of the 
termination by PPSS for such failure by PRACTITIONER to satisfy the terms and conditions of this 
Agreement or for ‘due cause,’ PRACTITIONER agrees that PPSS shall not be liable for any direct 
or consequential damages as a result of such termination. Examples that may lead to discontinuation 
of membership include but are not limited to: plagiarizing PPSS Mastery Program course 
materials, sharing individualized pass codes with non-members of the PPSS Mastery 
Program, attempting to teach PPSS course materials to others not registered in the PPSS 
Mastery Program. PRACTITIONERS are welcome and encouraged to show the others how 
their participation in the PPSSMP has benefited them and others by becoming a living 
example of the teachings. 
 
 
10. INDEMNITY 
PRACTITIONER agrees to hold PPSS, its officers, directors, instructors, owners, agents, information 
providers, affiliates, licensors, and licensees harmless from and defend against all liability, claims, costs, 
expenses and demands on account of damage or liability of any kind whatsoever, including reasonable 
attorneys’ fees and costs, incurred by PPSS which arises out of or is in any manner connected with, or is 
claimed to arise out of or be in any manner connected with the terms of this Agreement and PPSS 
Mastery Program membership. 
 
11. LIMITED LIABILITY 
PPSS SHALL NOT BE LIABLE TO PRACTITIONER OR TO ANY THIRD PARTIES FOR ANY 
INCIDENTAL, SPECIAL, CONSEQUENTIAL, OR EXEMPLARY DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN 
ACTION BASED ON CONTRACT, TORT (INCLUDING NEGLIGENCE) OR ANY OTHER LEGAL 
THEORY, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO LOSS OF ANTICIPATED PROFITS OR BENEFITS 
OF USE, EVEN IF PRACTITIONER HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY THEREOF. IN 
NO EVENT WILL PPSS’S LIABILITY TO PRACTITIONER, REGARDLESS OF THE FORM OR 
CLAIM OR ACTION, EXCEED A SUM EQUAL TO THE AMOUNTS PAID FOR THE PPSS 
MASTERY PROGRAM UNDER THIS AGREEMENT. THIS LIMITATION IS CUMULATIVE FOR 
ALL AMOUNTS PAID TO PPSS FOR CLAIMS OR DAMAGES BEING AGGREGATED TO 
DETERMINE SATISFACTION OF THE LIMIT. THE EXISTENCE OF MORE THAN ONE CLAIM 
WILL NOT ENLARGE THE LIMIT.  
 
12. ASSIGNMENT OF AGREEMENT 
PRACTITIONER may not assign the rights or delegate the duties created by this Agreement in whole or 
in part to any person or entity. Any attempt to do so shall result in the immediate termination of the 
Agreement. 
  
13. SEVERABILITY 
Should any provision of the Agreement be determined to be invalid or unenforceable, this Agreement 
shall be modified but only to the extent necessary to bring such invalid or unenforceable provision into 
compliance and render it valid and enforceable, and such determination shall not affect any or all of the 
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other terms or provisions of this Agreement which shall continue in full force and effect. 
 
14. INDEPENDENT STATUS 
The parties hereto are and shall remain independent contractors in all respects. This Agreement does not 
constitute and shall not be construed as creating a partnership, joint venture, or an employee-employer 
relationship. 
 
15. NO WAIVER 
The failure by any party to exercise any right provided for herein shall not be deemed a waiver of any 
other right hereunder. 
 
16. NOTICE 
All notices required or permitted to be given by one party to the other under this Agreement shall be 
sufficient if sent by certified mail or equivalent to the parties at the respective addresses set below, or to 
such other address as the party to receive the notice has designated. 
 
17. CHOICE OF FORUM/GOVERNING LAW 
This Agreement shall be governed by, construed, and enforced in accordance with the laws of the State of 
California. Any dispute arising under this Agreement may be brought only in a court of competent 
jurisdiction in San Diego County, California. 
 
18. ACCEPTANCE OF AGREEMENT 
By choosing the "I have read your Terms and Use and agree with them" radio button in our online cart 
during purchase, you are agreeing to the terms set forth in this agreement and accept that it is a binding 
contract. 
 
19. COMPLETE AGREEMENT 
This Agreement sets forth the entire understandings of the parties as to the subject matter and may not be 
modified except when executed in writing and signed by both parties. 
 
 



  
                             

Sycamore Business Center, 2111 Industrial Court, Suite A, Vista, CA 92081 USA Ph: 760.477.7580 
Fax: 760.435.0900   admin@ppssuccess.com  www.ppssuccess.com 

10

PPS Success, LLC Enrollment Agreement 
 

 
 
 
 

Attachment A 
Reference Guidelines for P~P~S Success Mastery Program Practitioners 

 
I. Permission to Use Material 

Written permission must be obtained from PPSS before any Program Material, including 
but not limited to any course material, manuals, books, videos, articles written by Paul 
Chek or produced by PPSS, may be used or produced for PRACTITIONER’S individual 
use, distribution or monetary gain. 

 
II. Request for Permission 

Attachment F is the “Request for Permission to Reprint” form to be used in order to 
obtain permission to reprint any material from PPSS or Paul Chek. Attachment G is the 
“Request for Permission to Use Material in a Presentation” form to be used in order to 
obtain permission to use any material from PPSS or Paul Chek in a presentation that 
PRACTITIONER wishes to give, whether live, broadcast, or recorded on any type of 
media. Absent written authorization by Paul Chek or PPSS permission is not authorized. 
 

I. Right of Publicity 
A. Jonathan Kirsch states, “As a general proposition, the use of a name or likeness of an 

individual in a work that touches upon a matter of public interest or public concern is 
unlikely to be a violation of the right of publicity. Thus, for example, it is permissible 
(and commonplace) to write an “unauthorized” biography of a public figure without 
violating his right of publicity—but it probably is a violation to falsely claim, whether 
openly or by implication, that the public figure has endorsed the book” (Ref. 2 p.161).  

  
B. In simple words, you may not make any implications that Paul Chek has endorsed your 

work with written “authorization” from PPSS or Paul Chek. Authorization means you 
have express written permission to use the specific material requested. 

 
IV. Documenting Sources 

 To quote Joseph Gibaldi, “You must document everything that you borrow – not only 
direct quotations and paraphrases but also information and ideas.” He also states that, 
“you must indicate the source of any appropriate material that readers might otherwise 
mistake for your own. If you have any doubt about whether or not you are committing 
plagiarism, cite your course or sources” (Ref. p.129). (See citation below.) 

 
V. Plagiarism 

The word plagiarism comes from the Latin word plagiarius, which means kidnapper. 
Joseph Gibaldi suggests that “plagiarism refers to a form of cheating that has been 
defined as ‘the false assumption of authorship: the wrongful act of taking the product of 
another person’s mind, and presenting it as one’s own’ (Alexander Lindey, Plagiarism 
and Originality [New York: Harper, 1952] 2). To use another person’s ideas or 
expressions in your writing without acknowledging the source is to plagiarize” (Ref. 1 
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p.26). 
 

VI. Copyright/Author’s Idea 
 

A. When any documentation includes a copyright notice, (© immediately followed by the name 
of the copyright owner and date of publication), you must properly reference that piece of 
work. Failure to do so may lead to penalties for act of infringement.  

 
B. Was the author’s idea new, original, and concrete? 

The “Poor Man’s Copyright” states that if there is proof that the author was in possession of 
written materials on a specific date the author may be able to pursue a lawsuit against the 
guilty party.  

 
 
References: 
 
1. Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 
     New York: The Modern Language Association of America, 1995. 
 
2. Kirsch, Jonathan. Kirsch’s Handbook of Publishing Law. 
     Venice, CA: Acrobat Books, 1995-1996. 
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